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Figure 1: Litter Trap LT5 in Oradea, Romania
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A plastic-free sea starts here

Litter Traps

CLEAR RIVERS

Who we are

AwarenessEducationCleanups Recycling

Figure 2: CLEAR RIVERS’ team

“
”

Turning the plastic 
we retrieved from 

rivers into 
valuable products. 

CLEAR RIVERS is a brand name of Recycled Island Foundation a registered non-profit organization within the 
Netherlands. The Recycled Island Foundation (RIF) is brought to life in 2014 to find an active approach to the 
worldwide plastic pollution in open waters. CLEAR RIVERS works at the retrieval of debris in rivers and river 
mouths, sustainable re-use of plastics, organizing clean ups, creating awareness and education. To make our 
actions and ambitions more clear, CLEAR RIVERS is registered and launched. Although CLEAR RIVERS is new 
as a brand, the organization benefits of eight years’ experience in the plastic retrieval, recycling and education. 
In Rotterdam (the Netherlands), Brussels (Belgium), Budapest (Hungary), Ambon (Indonesia) and Sandakan 
(Malaysia) successful projects are already ongoing with Litter Trap implementations, education and a range of 
circular products developed such as Litter Traps, a floating park, furniture and building materials. 

CLEAR is an acronym that  outlines the five elements of our all-inclusive approach to marine litter:  
Cleanups are organized to remove plastic litter from the river (shores) and to involve the local population and 
organizations. 
Litter Traps are installed in the Port of Rotterdam, Schiedam, Zwolle, Brussels, in Ambon (Indonesia) and San-
dakan (Malaysia). CLEAR RIVERS is currently working on an international approach to retrieve marine litter 
from rivers before it reaches the seas and oceans.
Education about plastic pollution, its causes and possible solutions, is given at all levels of the educational 
system. Our porpuse is to prevent plastic pollution and to educate the next generations to resolve this issue 
within the next decade(s).
Awareness is increased among the local population and organizations involving them into actions towards 
plastic-free rivers.
Recycling is used to give new value to the plastic litter and to prevent the plastics to be littered again. 

Our Approach
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Cleanups

Litter Traps

Besides retrieving floating plastics from rivers with 
Litter Traps, we organize cleanups and you can join 
us! We monthly gather together along the rivers in 
The Netherlands.
We believe this is the best way to get people involved 
and informed about plastic pollution. Families, 
children and students are all welcome to spend a few 
hours along the shores to collect plastic litter, mainly 
coming from cities. During these cleanups it’s also 
possible to discuss the damage of plastic pollution 
and the best way to tackle the problem in our daily life. 
The plastics we collect are being washed, sorted and 
recycled in order to contribute to a circular economy.

A passive way of catching plastic in rivers and canals.
Since 80% of the plastic waste in the seas and oceans 
finds its way there via rivers, CLEAR RIVERS decided 
to find a way to stop the plastic pollution at its source; 
developed in 2017, the Litter Trap is a cutting-edge 
device perfectly suitable for both canals and rivers. 
The Trap uses a passive way of catching plastic; in 
fact, the Trap is an innovative system that does not 
require energy or human labor to function, but only 
uses natural forces such as the water current and the 
wind. If they change, the plastic is captured inside 
with an innovative screen system. Of course, this 
floating platform is designed in such a way that it 
doesn’t damage the ecosystem and the animals’ lives. 
As an example of the circularity of CLEAR RIVERS’ 
approach, the device is almost entirely made from 
recycled plastics retrieved from the rivers. It has been 
successfully tested during a pilot study of 1.5 years. 

Figure 3: Cleanup in Ambon, Indonesia

Figure 4: Litter Trap in Oradea, Romania

With our education program, we strive to educate 
people on the topic of plastic pollution. We believe 
that the best way to preserve the environment is to 
educate young generations about the damage of 
plastic pollution in the environment. We are available 
for lectures at primary, secondary and high schools 
but also universities. We welcome international 
interns in our team in order to involve people from 
different cultures; we also supervise research 
programs abroad with several universities. 
Our education program can be adjusted to the group 
we will be working with. 
The program can include a visit of the Recycled Park, 
a guest lecture, presentations, discussions and can 
be combined with a cleanup.​

Education
Figure 5: Educational program, Rotterdam

Awareness
Our mission is to tackle plastic pollution at its source. 
We developed a system to catch plastic pollution 
in rivers, but we should also prevent plastic from 
entering the waterways. We strongly believe that 
plastic pollution can be reduced by changing behavior 
of individuals, communities and organizations.
Everyone can be part of this change, starting with 
habits in our daily life. 
We are available for tours at the Recycled Park and  
the Litter Trap, to share what we do with students 
and companies. We also organize presentations for 
companies that can be combined with cleanups. It is 
a perfect chance to discuss about the best way to 
tackle plastic pollution in the daily life.
We take part in international cleanups, summits about 
plastic pollution and climate change and we stand up 
on stage for our ideas, trying to reach as many people 
as possible. By sharing our ambition to install Litter 
Traps in rivers worldwide on social media, we aim to 
spread also our mission and to obtain more attention 
every day.

Figure 6: Public presentation, Rotterdam



8  9
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Recycle
into circular 

products
Retrieved plastics should not be considered waste 
but a rather valuable material with endless uses and 
benefits. CLEAR RIVERS has successfully found 
different strategies to reuse plastic litter. Different 
collaborations have been explored to manufacture 
valuable objects, such as bricks, 3D-printed seating 
elements. Additionallyy, CLEAR RIVERS has been 
working with students to develop new innovative 
recycled items.

In collaboration with the Municipality of Rotterdam, we 
developed green structures from recycled plastics. The 
first 140m2 of the Recycled Park have been inaugurated 
in 2018. This floating structure is an example of CLEAR 
RIVERS’ circular approach and it creates awareness 
among the people in the city.
The Recycled Park makes the city more sustainable 
and creates a new green area, extremely useful in highly 
urbanized areas such as the port of Rotterdam. 
It is located in Persoonshaven, Rotterdam, next to 
CLEAR RIVERS’ office.

Recycled 
Park

Figure 8: Recycled Park, Rotterdam

Figure 7: Shredded plastics by UniBrick

“
”

Together we can 
make a lasting 

change!

River Fashion
In collaboration with Míramé, Saxion Hogeschool, AC 
Ter Kuile, Save Plastics, Agrofair, Polymer Science 
Park, and Veolia Nederland, we participated in the 
River Fashion project. This initiative combines fibers 
from collected plastic with sustainable cotton to 
create a unique clothing line. The buttons, made from 
100% river plastic, add a distinctive touch, showcasing 
CLEAR RIVERS’ commitment to innovation and 
sustainability. River Fashion not only reduces 
plastic waste but also raises awareness about the 
importance of recycling and sustainable fashion.

Figure 9: River Fashion 



Figure 12: CLEAR RIVERS in the Netherlands:
6 active
Litter Traps.

Active Litter Traps

Rotterdam (3 active Litter Traps)

Schiedam

Breda

Zwolle

Brussels

Ambon

Romania (3 active Litter Traps)
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Report 2023
Please find here an overview of our work and achievements within the different countries.  

For more information on our progress please see: clearrivers.eu

Report 2023

“
”

We work nationally 
and internationally to 
achieve our mission.

Countries where CLEAR RIVERS is extending its international cooperation
For more information on our progress please see: clearrivers.eu

Figure 10: CLEAR RIVERS project locations
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The Netherlands Education
CLEAR RIVERS turned 9 in 2023!

We are happy to share the news that we celebrated 
our 9-year anniversary this year.

Over this period, we have focused on the retrieval and reuse of plastic litter across multiple locations. 
We opened our 140m2 floating park, made out of recycled plastics and placed Litter Traps in The Netherlands, 

Belgium, Romania, Indonesia and in Malaysia. 
We organized cleanups in and around Rotterdam and Ambon with many amazing volunteers. Our educational 
programs, run both nationally and internationally, have been instrumental in spreading awareness about plastic 

pollution and promoting our mission.

We are excited to share our experience and knowledge worldwide to stop the pollution of seas and oceans. 
If we don’t act now, plastic will continue to flow into our ocean through rivers. We invite you to join us in our 

mission, whether through new partnerships or donations. 

Report 2023 - European projects

Building on the success of last year’s collaboration, in 2023 CLEAR RIVERS challenged pupils from12 Technasi-
um schools across The Netherlands to find sustainable innovative improvements tot he Litter Traps. The final-
ists tested their prototype in the water basin of the RDM Centre of Expertise in Rotterdam. It was impressive to 
see their many brilliant solutions! The winning solutions will be exposed at the Maritiem Museum Rotterdam. 
Education is a key aspect of CLEAR RIVERS approach. By collaborating with pupils, students and teachers we 
create awareness, educate the next generation of professionals and gain fresh perspectives on our work.

A big thank you to all the students, the schools and our partners who participated and made this project pos-
sible!

Figure 11: CLEAR RIVERS’ floating office at night, showcasing green lights from acoustic research project

Figure 12: CLEAR RIVERS’ educational program in Rotterdam

Located next to CLEAR RIVERS Recycled Park, our floating office is part of our efforts to greenify the port of 
Rotterdam. As such, we are always open to collaborations that align with this direction. This year, we hosted 
a unique research project focused on the underwater soundscape in the port, aimed at enhancing biodiversity 

through innovative acoustic techniques.
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Figure 13: Litter Trap LT5 in Sint Laurenshaven, Rotterdam

Figure 14: Litter Trap in Persoonshaven, Rotterdam

Figure 16: Project partner Heijmans emptying the Litter 

Figure 15: Litter Trap LT5 in the Gent-Terneuzen Canal

Litter Traps - Rotterdam Litter Trap - Gent Terneuzen
CLEAR RIVERS’ Litter Traps in Rotterdam turn six!
In 2017, we implemented the first three Litter Traps in Rotterdam to stop plastic litter in rivers and ports, pre-
venting further pollution of our seas and oceans. We’re very proud that all three original “prototypes” are still 
fully functional and retrieving plastic debris on a daily basis within our hometown. This proves our Litter Traps 
to be a durable and effective way to stop plastic pollution. CLEAR RIVERS Litter Traps are made of recycled 
plastics, therefore stimulating a circular economy.This year, we started a research project to investigate the 
potential of adding a motorized engine to our Litter Traps to enhance the efficiency of retrieval.
We are grateful to the Municipality of Rotterdam and all our partners for their ongoing support on this project.

We have installed a new Litter Trap in the Gent-Terneuzen Canal! Strategically located on the east side of the 
canal, it takes advantage of prevailing wind patterns that cause debris to accumulate on that side for approxi-
mately 40 weeks per year. Our partner Heijmans diligently removes an average of 1 cubic meter of litter every 
two weeks, ensuring a cleaner waterway. 
A heartfelt thanks to our partners Coca-Cola Europacifique Partners, SC Johnson, Rijkswaterstaat and Hei-
jmans, for their invaluable support in this project.
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Recycling
Raising awareness about plastic pollution is a key aspect of CLEAR RIVERS’ mission. We organize workshops 
to engage students and companies in developing possible solutions. Additionally, we participate in innovation 
fairs and conferences to connect with like-minded individuals and organizations, showcase our innovative Lit-
ter Traps, and cultivate potential collaborations.

Awareness

Figure 17, 18: CLEAR RIVERS’ Project Managers giving workshops and presentations across the Netherlands

Figure 19,20: CLEAR RIVERS’ Director presenting the organizatuions’s work to Micky Adriaansens and Sandor Gaastra, Dutch Ministry 
of Economic Affairs and Climate Policy

Report 2023 - European projects

In 2023, the CLEAR RIVERS team participated in several events, including Make A Difference, hosted by the 
University of Groningen, the annual Innovation Expo organized by the Dutch Government, the Oceanovation 
Festival, and Europort 2023. On these occasions, CLEAR RIVERS had the pleasure of presenting its work to 
the Ministry of Economic Affairs and Climate Policy. We are delighted to witness the Ministry’s commitment 
to engaging with companies and organizations in the marine and education industries to understand and 
address environmental challenges, fostering innovative solutions for a sustainable future.

Figure 21: River Fashion pilot collection

As one of our five pillars, recycling is essential in giving value to plastics and creating a circular economy 
around them. This shift in perception helps ensure plastics are less likely to be discharged into the envi-
ronment. We are always looking for innovative collaborations that allow us to give new life to the plastic 
we collect in our Litter Traps. Let us introduce two of our latest collaborations:

River Fashion
River Fashion is a fashion line by Míramé, combining fibers from collected plastic with sustainable cot-
ton. The buttons, made from 100% river plastic, add a unique touch. This project brought together part-
ners from different industries, sharing their knowledge and expertise to create a truly innovative, beauti-
ful, and breathable blend.

Tide Watches
Part of the plastic collected by our Litter Traps has been turned into sustainable watches. After sorting 
the plastic, Tide Watches shredded it and injected it into precision molds to create their unique watch 
cases. To ensure durability and longevity, the brand uses the finest components. The final product is a 
watch that is water-resistant, scratch-resistant, and even glows in the dark!

Figure 22: Tide Watches 
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Collaborations
With Waterbear

This year, Waterbear and Nikon Europe gave camera kits and training to twelve NGOs around the world to em-
power them to tell their story, and CLEAR RIVERS was one of them. In this short documentary, we meet the 
hard working people who dedicate their life to preserve nature. Venture into the  beautiful Velebit Mountains in 
Croatia with Rewilding Europe, learn what role photography can play in conservation with Future For Nature, 
and see how CLEAR RIVERS is revolutionising waste collection and preventing pollution in Indonesia.
Find the series « A Lens On The Ground » on Nikon Europe’s Youtube Channel.

with The Port of Rotterdam

We would like to extend our sincerest gratitude to the employees of the Port of Rotterdam who chose to donate 
their Christmas gifts to a good cause. We also express our heartfelt thanks to the Port of Rotterdam Authority 
for their continued support. Your generosity empowers us to achieve our mission and serves as an inspiration 
for others to join us in this important cause.

Figure 23: “A Lens On The Ground” series

Figure 24: CLEAR RIVERS’ Director receiving the Port of Rotterdam donation

Report 2023 - European projects

“
”

Plastic-free  
rivers save 
our oceans.



CLEAR RIVERS’ Litter Trap in Romania awarded honorable mention
Our partner, GreenGroup, was awarded an honorable mention in the Environmental Category at the Romanian 
CRS Awards 2023 for the Litter Trap installed on Crisul Repede River.This trap is one of the three Litter Traps 
CLEAR RIVERS has installed in the country.  We are proud to be part of this project and we look forward to more 
intallations to make Romanian rivers plastic-free.

Figure 26: One of CLEAR RIVERS’ Litter Traps in Romania
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Romania
CLEAR RIVERS’ Litter Trap in Brussels turns five!
Our Litter Trap has been retrieving plastic litter in the Brussels–Charleroi Canal for already five years, with an 
average of 2 m3 of litter a month. This project is the result of a collaboration between CLEAR RIVERS, Audi 
Environmental Foundation and the Port of Brussels. As this collaboration comes to an end, we are looking for 
new partners to ensure continuity of the project and maintain the canal free of debris.

Figure 25: Five-year-old Litter Trap LT6 in Belgium

Belgium
Report 2023 - European projects



In addition to the Litter Traps, CLEAR RIVERS actively engages with local organizations to conduct regular 
clean-up activities, ensuring the continuous upkeep of a clean environment.

Figure 29: CLEAR RIVERS’ team during a community clean-up in Ambon, Indonesia

Figure 30: Clean-up in Ambon, Indonesia

We are excited to share that, thanks to the generous support of the AFAS Foundation, we successfully 
installed three Litter Traps in Ambon, marking a significant step towards our ambitious goal of a plastic-free 
Ambon. These Litter Traps will play a vital role in preventing waste from reaching Ambon Bay.

Figure 28:Aerial view of the  Litter Trap

Figure 27:One of CLEAR RIVERS’ Litter Traps in Ambon

Ambon Plastic-Free Project
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IndonesiaIndonesia
Report 2023 - Overseas projects



Our commitment extends beyond clean-up efforts. We firmly believe that addressing plastic pollution requires 
a comprehensive approach that tackles prevention too, encompassing education, awarenss and recyling. To 
involve future generations in solving this crisis, we have established an educational program in collaboration 
with local schools. Through this initiative, the CLEAR RIVERS team engages children in discussions about 
the consequences of plastic pollution and encourages their active participation in activities aimed at finding 
innovative solutions.
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Vietnam

Figure 31: Educational program in Ambon

New Partnerships

Report 2022 - Overseas projects

Indonesia
As of 2023, CLEAR RIVERS is officially registered in Vietnam! A Litter Trap for this project has been produced 
and is  awaiting in Thailand for shipping to Cần Thơ. As the kickstart of the porject approaches, our team is 
growing to ensure a smooth implementation.

Figure 33: Litter Trap ready to be transported to Can Tho, Vietnam

Figure 34: CLEAR RIVERS’ Director and Mr. Pham Van Hieu, Permanent Deputy Secretary of Can Tho City Party Committee

Building solid partnerships remains at the core of our mission, to ensure long-term success of the project. This 
year, CLEAR RIVERS welcomed to its office a city delegation from Vietnam. We want to thank the municipality 
of Can Tho City for making the trip all the way to The Netherlands to visit us and celebrate the solid partnership 
between our countries.

We recognize that recycling plastics is a crucial step in preventing the collected waste from re-entering the 
ocean. In partnership with local  and international allies, CLEAR RIVERS is working towards a circular economy 
to give plastic in Ambon a second life.

Figure 32: CLEAR RIVERS’ Project Assistant Iqbal with local project partners 
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You can watch a video introduction of 
CLEAR RIVERS at the link below:

CLEAR RIVERS introduction

Don’t miss all our videos! 

CLEAR RIVERS often uploads the latest news on 
its YouTube channel. 

You can watch more and subscribe to the channel 
clicking on the icon below:

Contact us

Don’t hesitate to contact us!

You can find us here: 

T. +31 (0)10 26 23 701 
info@clearrivers.eu

 clearrivers.eu

-

Persoonsdam 151
3071EE Rotterdam

The Netherlands

and follow us on our social media channels:

Our achievements

CLEAR RIVERS is looking forward to implementing more Litter Traps, educational programs, and recycling 
initiatives to halt plastic pollution globally. Thanks to a strong network of partners, we e are making significant 
strides towards a plastic-free future. We are always looking for sponors and partners whose values align with 
ours to help us to further amplify our impact in 2024. Join us, in protecting our rivers and oceans.

Summary 2023

Litter Traps AwarenessEducationCleanups Recycling

25
cleanups

50m3 
of plastic collected 
during the events

15
Litter Traps

in The Netherlands, 
Belgium, Romania

and Indonesia

4 
Litter Traps underp 

production in 
Thailand

 

18
programs with 

different schools 
and universities, in 

the Netherlands and 
Indonesia

1.634
youngsters

involved in the 
Netherlands and 

Indonesia

4
research projects in 
the Netherlands and 

abroad

5
awareness 
campaigns, 

workshops and 
innovation pitches 

given

4
presentations given 
at the Recycled Park 

1
short film made 

about CLEAR RIVERS 
work to stop plastic 
pollution in Ambon

3
research projects 

in recycling 
innovations

“
”

For a 
plastic-free 

sea.
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